
CULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 
GEOG 2170; SPRING 2021 

MWF 11:00-11:50am; Wh 316  
 
 
Instructor:          Project Grader/TA: 

Prof. Matthew Fry        Zach Tabor 

Office: ENV 210F          Email: ZacharyTabor@my.unt.edu  

Phone: (940) 369-7576         

Email: mfry@unt.edu           

Office hours: MW 3:30pm-4:30pm (https://unt.zoom.us/j/3517391549) or by appointment  

  
 

"If you don't know where you are, you don't know who you are."  
        — Wendell Berry 

Geography is the analysis of the why of the where, i.e., how things got to be where they are and why they are the way 

they are. These questions lead us away from simply memorizing place names or types of landforms to conducting in-depth 

inquiry into the processes behind the patterns that are present on the landscape. 

These processes are fundamentally cultural (i.e., their roots reach down into religion, language, politics, economics, and 

built environments, among other things) and reflect human demands for food, energy, and resources. The patterns we see 

on the landscape are also outcomes of the opportunities and constraints imposed by the natural environment.  

This course analyzes the interrelationships among cultures, the environment, and society by asking: 

1. What is culture? 

2. How do culture and the environment interact? 

3. How does this interaction affect who we are? 

 

Books and Readings 

Required:  

1) The online book: Introduction to Human Geography: A Disciplinary Approach by Steve Graves. 

Or access through Google Drive: Introduction to Human Geography: A Disciplinary Approach; 

the book is also on Canvas. 

2) Pollan, M. (2006) The Omnivore’s Dilemma. London: Penguin Books. (authors webpage and 

other readings at: https://michaelpollan.com/articles/page/2/) 

3) Several readings and videos will be available on Canvas or via on-line links. 

 

• Reading and documentary assignments will be completed prior to their assigned class period.  

Don’t fall behind; my lectures assume you’ve done the readings and/or watched the video. 

• Geography majors are encouraged to purchase or download The Dictionary of Human Geography by 

Johnston, Gregory, Pratt, and Watts; also available at Willis Library or as a .pdf online. 

 

Course Expectations 

Attendance and Class Participation: 

• Students are expected to attend class during scheduled hours ask questions and provide 

comments/insight on topics. Excused attendance requires documentation.   
 
Classroom Courtesy: 

 Please follow these guidelines to avoid disrupting the class: 

• Avoid arriving late or leaving early  

• Turn off and put away cell phones 

• Do not sleep, eat or work on other assignments during class  

• Do not talk when the instructor is lecturing, unless prompted for feedback 

 

http://www.utexas.edu/courses/wd/
mailto:ZacharyTabor@my.unt.edu
mfry@unt.edu
https://unt.zoom.us/j/3517391549
https://sites.google.com/site/gravesgeography/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PCzXn7zgOEAA2eQOvuCAibWkTLjQOdgk/view
https://michaelpollan.com/articles/page/2/
https://www.people.iup.edu/rhoch/ClassPages/Thought%20and%20Philosophy/Dictionary%20of%20Human%20Geography%202009.pdf


General guidelines for class dialogue: 

• While the freedom to express yourself is a fundamental human right, any communication that 

utilizes cruel and derogatory language on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, veteran 

status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal or state law will not be tolerated. 

• Treat me and your classmates with respect in any communication online or face-to-face, even when 

opinions differ from your own. Ask for and use the correct name and pronouns for classmates. 

• Speak from personal experiences. Use “I” statements to share thoughts and feelings. Try not to speak 

on behalf of groups or other individual’s experiences.  

• See these Engagement Guidelines (https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips) for more 

information. 
 
Exams: 

• Three multiple choice and similar exams, each worth 21% of your final grade.  Questions will be drawn 

from readings and class lectures (lecture power point presentations will be posted on Canvas in .pdf 

format). The final exam is not cumulative. 
 

Absences, Religious Holidays, and Missing Exams: 
• If a student must be absent from an exam to attend a religious holiday, family obligation, or etc., it is 

the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor at least 2 weeks in advance of the exam date.  If 

you miss an exam without giving me a 2-week notification, you will take a zero for the exam, unless 

there are extenuating circumstances. If a situation arises at any time in those 2 weeks where you 

know you’ll be absent on the day of the exam, it is your responsibility to notify me as soon as 

possible before the exam is given.  If valid, you will be required to bring a signed note from a 

physician or other authority that explains why you were incapable of taking the exam on that date. 
 
Projects: 

• Three projects, each is worth 10% of your final grade.   
• In the Map Project, you will construct two choropleth maps.  A detailed guideline will be provided to 

students on 1/26, final maps are due 1/31. 
• Guidelines for the Agriculture/Food Project will be provided 3/2. The due date is 3/21. 

• The Repeat Photography Project will require you to venture beyond the confines of the classroom and 

explore local geography.  Detailed guidelines will be provided on 3/30. The due date is 4/15. 
 
Note: projects turned in late will drop one letter grade if turned in on the due date but later than class (i.e. after 

11:50am) and drop another grade for each day past the due date. 
 
Unannounced Quizzes: 

• Seven percent of final grade. These are short answer, pop-quizzes on homework assignments (including 

videos and readings) as well as lecture material from the previous class. Formats may vary.  

 

Grades 

Grades are assigned on the following scale: 89.5-100=A; 79.5-89.4=B; 69.5-79.4=C; 59.5-69.4=D; 0-59.4=F. 
 

Three Exams:         (21% each) 63% 

Map Project:     10% 

Agriculture/Food Project:       10% 

Repeat Photography Project:        10% 

Unannounced Quizzes:       7%       

             Total*:    100% 

 

* The Department of Geography does not allow extra credit assignments (work not specified on a course 

syllabus). 

https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips


Accommodations 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 

Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 

verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 

delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 

accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible 

in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 

accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 

class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 

http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

 

COVID-19 Impact on Attendance 

While attendance is expected, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the health and safety of everyone in 

our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please contact me if you are unable to attend 

class because you are ill, or unable to attend class due to a related issue regarding COVID-19. If possible, 

please communicate with me prior to being absent so I can make a decision about accommodating your request 

to be excused from class. 

 

If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-

testing/symptoms.html) please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-

2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider PRIOR to coming to campus. UNT also requires you 

to contact the UNT COVID Hotline at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due to 

symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure.  While attendance is an important part of 

succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is more important. 

 

Course Technology & Skills 

Minimum Technology Requirements: 

• Computer, reliable internet access, speakers, microphone, Microsoft Office Suite 

• Canvas Technical Requirements (https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements) 

 

Computer Skills & Digital Literacy 

• Using Canvas 

• Using email with attachments 

• Basics of excel, powerpoint and graphics programs 

 

Technical Assistance 

• Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and frustration that 

can arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. You can contact Student Help 

Desk that you can contact for help with Canvas or other technology issues.  

UIT Help Desk: UIT Student Help Desk site (http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm) 

Email: helpdesk@unt.edu      Phone: 940-565-2324  In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130 

Walk-In Availability: 8am-9pm 

Telephone Availability: 

Sunday: noon-midnight; Monday-Thursday: 8am-midnight; Friday: 8am-8pm; Saturday: 9am-5pm 

Laptop Checkout: 8am-7pm 

 

For additional support, visit Canvas Technical Help (https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10554-

4212710328) 
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Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 

Students are expected to uphold the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct.  It is dishonest and a 

violation of student academic integrity to: 
 

1) PLAGIARIZE, 2) CHEAT ON AN EXAMINATION, 3) COPY OR COLLABORATE ON 

ASSIGNMENTS WITHOUT PERMISSION, 4) FABRICATE OR FALSIFY DATA OR RECORDS, and 4) 

ENGAGE IN OTHER FORMS OF DECEIT OR DISHONESTY 
 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  Additionally, 

the incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further penalty.  According 

to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: (a) use of any unauthorized assistance in 

taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the 

instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; (c) the 

acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of 

the university; (d) dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different 

class without express permission from the instructor(s); or (e) any other act designed to give a student an unfair 

advantage.  Altering a returned test and claiming a grader or scanning machine made an error is also considered 

cheating.  The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: (a) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase 

or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 

acknowledgment; and (b) the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another 

person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 

 

Acceptable Student Behavior 

“Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to 

learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students 

engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the 

student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated 

the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional 

forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.” The Code of 

Student Conduct can be found at http://conduct.unt.edu/student_conduct. 

http://conduct.unt.edu/student_conduct
http://conduct.unt.edu/student_conduct


Tentative Course Schedule 

 W 1/19 Introduction 

 F 1/21 Landscapes and Regions 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 1, pp 1-14 

M 1/24 Where are you? 

   Read: Maps and GIS (Canvas) 

W 1/26  Map Language and Map Project Review 

   Read: How to Lie with Maps (Canvas)  

 F 1/28  What is Culture? 

   Read:  Intro to Human Geography, Chpt 2, pp 33-35 (skim pp 35-64); Chpt 5, 130-134  

           Why Footbinding Persisted in China for a Millennium (Canvas) 

M 1/31 Where does Culture come from? (Maps Due) 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 1, pp 11-12 

           Environmental Determinism – A Controversial Topic (Canvas) 

 W 2/2  Geography of Karma 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 6, pp 135-152 

 F 2/4 The Holy Territory 

   Read and Explore: Israel Palestine Conflict Explained  

 M 2/7 Territory Unpacked: States, Nations, and Borders 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 7, pp 159-166 

W 2/9 Empires, Hegemony, and the EU  

   Read: Post-Brexit Trade Deal: Five Takeaways, The New York Times (2021) (Canvas)  

F 2/11 NO CLASS             

M 2/14 Politics. Take. Place.  

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 7, 173-180 

                       ‘What Texas can learn from California about Gerrymandering’ KERA (2018) (Canvas) 

 W 2/16 Myths and a New World 

  Read: 1491, Mann 2002 (Canvas) 

Watch: Secret of El Dorado [49 min] (on-line link)  

F 2/18 EXAM 1  

M 2/21 Human Health and Disease 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 4, pp 97-98, 106-113 

             How infectious diseases have shaped our culture, habits and language (Canvas) 

 W 2/23 Population 

Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 4, pp 98-101 
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F 2/25 Malthus, Malthusians, NeoMalthusians 

   Read: Malthusian model in Dictionary of Human Geography (Canvas) 

              The Malthus Factor, Intro and Chapter 1, in Ross (1998) pp 1-30 (Canvas) 

M 2/28 Agriculture Origins 

   Watch: Botany of Desire [116 min] at: UNT online video link 

W 3/2 Agricultural Change I: Swidden (Review Agriculture/Food Project) 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 3 pp 83-86 

F 3/4 Agricultural Change II: Wet Rice 

   Read: Omnivore's Dilemma, pp. 1-56 

M 3/7 Agricultural Industrialization I: Seeds  

   Read: Omnivore's Dilemma, pp. 57-122 

W 3/9 Agricultural Industrialization II: Nitrogen 

   Read: Omnivore's Dilemma, pp. 123-184 

F 3/11 From a Green Revolution to Brave New Crops 

   Read: Omnivore's Dilemma, pp. 185-226 

            Background: Seeds of Plenty, Seeds of Sorrow (Canvas) 

   Watch: Seeds of Plenty, Seeds of Sorrow (50 min) at: UNT Videos on Demand 

 

M 3/14 NO CLASS 

 

W 3/16 NO CLASS   ----  SPRING BREAK  ----- 

 

F 3/18 NO CLASS 

 

M 3/21 Organic Agriculture (Agriculture/Food Project due) 

   Read: Omnivore's Dilemma, pp. 226 – 273 

W 3/23 Urban Farming/Alternative Agriculture 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 3 pp 76-78 

           Transitioning to sustainable agriculture workforce, Carlisle et al. 2019 (Canvas)  

F 3/25  Deagriculturalization 

   Watch: As We Sow [24 min] (3-part video link) (homepage) 

M 3/28 EXAM 2 

W 3/30 Geography of Cities I (Review Repeat Photo Project)  

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 11 pp 253-265 

F 4/1 Geography of Cities II 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 11 pp 265-269, Chapter 9 pp 219-225 

M 4/4 Taken for a Ride  

Read: Los Angeles and the great American streetcar scandal, The Guardian 

Also: Jane Jacobs v Robert Moses, battle of New York's urban titans, The Guardian 

          Vancouver dumps its freeway plan for a more beautiful future, The Guardian 
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W 4/6 Modern American City  

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 11 pp 272-279 

           The Suburbanization of Poverty, CityLab 2013 (Canvas)  

F 4/8 NO CLASS  

M 4/11 Urban Revival 

Read: The town that said no to sprawl, Lowe 1991(Canvas) 

Also: The curse of urban sprawl: how cities grow, and why this has to change Guardian 2016 

W 4/13 New Urbanism/Smart Growth  

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 11 pp 283-289, Chapter 12 pp 309-310 

              If You Build It, They Will Bike, NYTimes, April 2021 (Canvas) 

   Learn more about cities here and here 

F 4/15 Planet of Slums (Repeat Photo Project Due) 

   Read: The Amazing Endurance of Slums CityLab, 2014 (Canvas) 

           Why the world is running out of sand, BBC Nov 2019 

M 4/18 Economic Geography 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 12 pp 290-310 

W 4/20 Uneven Development 

   Read: Intro to Human Geography, Chapter 12 pp 290-310 

F 4/22 Nature-Society / Human-Environment 

   Read: Ecological Crisis as a Crisis of Character, Berry 1977 (Canvas) 

M 4/25 Environmental Justice 

  Read: Houston’s sustainable path forward, leaves this neighborhood behind TxTribune (Canvas) 

W 4/27 Environmental Change and the Anthropocene 

   Read: Defining the Anthropocene, Lewis and Maslin, Nature 2015 (Canvas) 

          Texas Climate Assessment - Hotter, Drier, more Floods_KUT news 2018 (Canvas) 

F 4/29 NO CLASS 

M 5/2 Texas’ Sustainable Energy Transition 

   Read: Energy Geographies of Texas, Brannstrom and Fry 2017 (Canvas)  

           The One and Only Texas Wind Boom, Oct 2016 (Canvas)  

W 5/4 Why Geography? Wrap up and Review 

   Read: What is Education For? David Orr (Canvas) 

 

M 5/9 EXAM 3 10:30am-12:30pm 
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